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El Reno Tribune 
Wednesday- 
April 21, 195 1 * 



Two Factions Shape Up 
On Fight for Fort Reno 



_■' ***■*• 



Opposing contenders' in the Fort Reno land question — 
Indian tribal organizations on one side ind inore than 20 
organizations ranging from the El R^no chamber of com- 
merce to federal bureaus on the other — are preparing for a 
mass showdown on the problem Saturday. 

Cheyenne and Ajrapaho tribe members, apparently de- 
termined to make a show of strength at a special Hearing 
in the county courthouse Saturday, already have made res-j 



t ervations for both shelter 
houses in Adams 'park, ar- 
ranging to use the places all 

day Saturday!. i\\ '-v, ., . 

But their numbers wUl not be.the 
only show of strength -at the hear- 
ings, to be conducted Jointly by 
Congressmen John" Jarman and 
Victor Wickersham. More than 100 
representatives oj the opposing view 
on the fort's land area also plan to 
attend the session. 

Tribes Claim Land 

The Indians contend " that the 
Fort Reno land belongs to them 
and should be returned now that 
the land is no longer used as a 
military reservation, while the other 
side, has contended the particular 
land in question was never the pro- 
perty of the Cheyennes and Arapa- 
hoes, and that the site is more 
valuable to this area and the na- 
tion as a whole as an agricultural 
experiment station. 

Others Interested 

The El Reno chamber has been 
joined in protests-* by. Btate cattle- 
men's organizations, several cattle,; 
sheep and swine breeders' associa- 
tions, interested In the • experiment 
station; the Oklahoma livestock 
exchange in Oklahoma City, cotton 
seed crushers and cotton ginners; 
the Oklahoma Farm Bureau as- 
sociation, Oklahoma A. and M. col- 
lege extension service; the TJ. S. 
department of justice, which' oper- 
ates the El Reno reformatory; the 
IT. S. department of agriculture. 



City Clubs Join In 

In addition the El Reno Kiwanis 
and Lions club plan to- take part in 
the hearings. 

All of these organizations have 
indicated they will have one, and 
in some cases two, representatives 
at the meeting, and have also drawn 
up written explanations of their 
stands for presentation to the two 
congressmen. 

Two state rancher and stockmen 
publications also have indicated 
they will send representatives to the. 
meeting. 

No indication has been made that 
hearings will be moved from the 
courthouse, despite the large num- 
bers of persons expected to attend 
and despite the limited seating 
facilities of the district courtrooms 
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El Reno American 
Thursday 

April 22, 195^ 
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Cheyermes, Arapahoes Ask Return of 
8,400 Acre Reservation on Claim of 
Reversionary Rights in 18(7 Treaty 

Whether the Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians still posses 
a valid claim to the Fort Reno reservation is to be argued 
extensively here Saturday when two congressmen will hold 
a hearing in the Canadian county courthouse. 

And instead of just a few representatives of the tribes- 
men being on hand, it is probable that the city will be 
filled with the tribesmen and instead of brief hearing* of 
only a few hours, the sessions may extend ovf»r .several days. 



What action to take toward the 



re introduction of bills in contrrcsn | 

calling for the return of the 8.4C0 

acre Fort Reno reservation to the 

two tribes, is the decision to tw* 

reached in the conference here. 
Cong. John Jarman and Cong, 
Victor Wickersham issued the call 
for the hearing after being asked 
by the tribal council to introduce 
a bill simitar to those which have 
1 been before the past two congres- 
ses. On both occasions they died 
without being acted upon. 

Huge Crowd Expected 

The sessions will start at 111 
Sum. and if the crowd is as large 
as is expected loud speakers will 
be utilized to carry the talks to 
the overflow assembled on the 
courthouse lawn. 

Howard Payne, former El Reno 
newsman and now counsel for the 
two tribes, estimates that there 
may be between two and threo 
thousand Indians on hand for the 
hearing. He has been active in 
the proposed return of the res- 
ervation to his clients for several 
years and assisted former Con*. 
Toby Morris in preparing the first 
bill for introduction. 

Claim of the Indians for return 
of the reservation and improve- 
ments is based upon the treaty of 
1967 when land was ceded to the 
two tribes in northern Oklahoma. 
Later by executive order the 
tribes were permitted to take pos- 
session of the new area to the 
south with Darlington as agency 
headquarters. Fort Reno was set 
up to protect the agency and the 
Indians claim a reversionary 
clause in the treaty calls for res- 
.t4mfckm to the tribe* in the event 
{hi area Is abandoned for mill- 
tary a purposes. 

However, the EI Reno chamber 
-of commerce and the departimmt 
of agriculture are opposing the 
transfer on the grounds that the 
Indians relinquished the rever- 
sionary right to the properly in 
the treaty of 1881. 



1 



Experiment Station Starts 

The title to the area was trans 
ferred in IJM7 to the department 
of agriculture and the Fort Reno 
experiment station has been set 
up through the Oklahoma A&M 
college. Extensive beef, swine and 
other experiments are being car- 
ried on. For the past two years 
the war department has utilized a 
portion of the reservation for u 
mule- buy in? program to provide 
the transport in i ma is for the Tur- 
kish ;/i my. The department of 
ncru'uHuT is nnxiivis to retain 



£T 



HfcAf* MUCH PUBLICITY! 

The *peeta} hearing here Sat- 
urday on Fort Reno will gain 
state- wide attention and be 
given extensive news coverage 
hy WKY-TV, various radio sta- 
tions from throughout the state, 
and the Associated and United 
press services. A parade and 
war da no* by members of the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes 
in full native dress, is scheduled 
during the afternoon. Indian 
spokesmen say that fney ex- 
pect several thousand Indians to 
be on hand for the hearing. 
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Sunday 

April 25, 1954- 
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Testify By 
Interpreter 



^AT OS ^ testimony In Saturday's 
^ITlport Reno hearing was brief, 
v direct and effective. At least one 
3 speaker became somewhat vitri- 
& ollc and others were downright 
^dramatic. - 
f^a-Probaoly the most dramatic, if 

<crJot the most colorful oratory of 
e. day came in the afternoon 
ion when. three elderly tribes- 
gave their' id*as on dtsposi- 
of the thousands of acres in 
e; reservation — but they spoke 
ugh interpreters,- 

^Wgrhose who had never witnessed 
>&1 Indian of the f 'old school** ex- 
£$!Et3s himself in sign language, 
with his native lingo, got a 





t to testify was Baldwin 
Clinton^ principal chief of 
Cheyennes, t^en came Ralph 
■^jCThitetail, a Cheyenne . from 
■^Thomas, and Henry Elk River, 
^another Cheyenne from Hammon. 

CAT- w» *...<- 



J^pHEY were hampered in igno- 
&^*v Vance of the English language, 
}%n&- they weren't lacking in elo- 
quence in their native tongue. 

T* Other Indians to testify with- 

. out the aid of an interpreter were 

Ed Burns and John Fletcher, 

Cheyennes from Clinton; Fred 



r Bushyhead, chairman of the 
^Jribai business committee from 
Calurnet; Jess Rowlodge, Arapaho 
frt>m; [Geary, and Charles M. 
Wicks,!' Cheyenne from King- 
fisher/ 

. Statements for the "opposition" 
were presented by some two dozen 
organizations. 

Dr. Oliver S. Willham from 
Oklahoma A. and M.; Dr. T. C. 
3yerly, agriculture department, 
Washington, D. C;-W. H. Hard- 
wick, reformatory warden; Dr. C. 
Riley Strong^ chamber of com- 
merce. 

MARION JEFFREY represented 
the Canadian county Farm 
bureau; C. E. Weller, Yukon, was 
,£©n hand for the Farm Bureau; 
^J. >B.\ Smith. Pawhuska. repre- 
sented the Oklahoma Cattlemen's 
r association, and Roy Craig, Leed- 
!(ij£fcelivered a statement opposing 
>jj&<Kjchange from the Northwest 

•^Cattlemen's association: 
*'#. ft-. 

■'i*' Other cattlemen's organizations 
!*were represented by the follow- 
ing: 

" Wayne Rowe, Cache, Southwest 
Oklahoma Cattlemen's associa- 
tion; Jack Walker, Pawhuska, 
: . lOsage County Cattlemen ; Gene 
. Watson. Morris, Hereford breed- 
' ers; Robert Collier, Fletcher. Ok- 
lahoma and American Shorthorn 
breeders; Carlton Corbin, Ada, 
Oklahoma Aberdeen-Angus breed- 
ers. 

Other statements urging that 
the livestock research station re- 
main at Fort Reno were issued 
by private ranchers and grain 
dealers. 
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TRIBAL CHIEFTAINS— On hand Saturday to see that the Fort Reno hearing went off 
on schedule and to eat barbecue along with several hundred more tribesmen were, left 
to right, Baldwin Twins, principal chief of the Cheyennes, Clinton; Jess Rowlodge, 
Arapaho chief and tribal representative, Geary, and Jasper Saunkeah, Kiowa chief, 

Oklahoma City. Saunkeah, a deputy U. S.' marshal for many years, retired last yean 

. ____ . i . 
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£1 Reno Tribune 
Sunday 

April 25, 195** 

Tribes Vie With 
Whites To Tesl 
Old Agreements 

Both Factions Deny 
Other Has Right To 
Claim Site of Fort 



Rightful ownership of some 
7,000 acres . at historical old 
Fort Reno still is a matter for 
strong opinions today, some 
of which were aired Saturday 
in the district courtroom 
here. 

Representatives of the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho In- 
dians attempted to convince 
Fifth District Congressman 
John Jarman and Victor 
Wickersham of the sixth dis- 
trict that the two tribes were 
joint heirs to the land, while 
heavy opposition was set up 
by a number of city and state 
organizations who claim the 
Indians have no right to the 
land. 

Speaking for the Indians were 
William H. Payne, Washington at- 
torney and counsel fcf the tribes, 
and J. P. Nighswander, E3 Reno 
realtor and unofficial representative 
for the Cheyenne? and Arapahoes. 

College Represented 

On the other side of the fence 
were representatives frorn Okla- 
homa A. and M. college and the 
U. -S. department of agriculture, 
co-operators *of an experiment sta- 
tion on the reservation; the El 
Reno chamber of commerce; fed- 
eral bureau of prisons, Farm Bu- 
reau, Farmer's Union and a lengthy 
list of state organizations interested 
in agriculture and livestock re- 
search. 

.Congressman Jarman presided at 
the hearing which opened at in 
a. m. and ran past 1 p. m. before 
tt recessed for lunch. The court- 
room was jammed with Indian.* 
and opposition representatives anc 
several hundred more listened h 
on the hearings at loudspeaker 
set up on the courthouse lawn. 



Records Reviewed 

Opening testimony was offeree 
by Payne, who read for more thai 
an hour from a heap of legal rec- 
ords and prepared arguments. Hi 
talk was followed by brief talks b: 
Dr. Oliver S. Wlllham f president o 
Oklahoma A. and M. college ant 
T. C. Byerly, Washington, p. C 
head of poultry and livestock re 
search, department of agriculture 

Both WUlham's and Byerly's talk 
summarized the values of the For 
Reno livestock experiment statio 
to the state and nation, while eac 
submitted detailed written state 
ments for the congressmen's ap 
provai. 

Counsel for the opposition wc 
A. Francis Porta, El Reno, an 
John C. Monk, representing tr 
Oklahoma A. and M. board c 
regents, the USDA and several a: 
filiated farm groups. 

Wickersham Leaves 

Congressman Wickersham was n 
quired to leave the hearings shortly^.,' 
after noon. He was replaced, by ;. 
David J. Perry, administrative. 'as-: 6 
i sistant to Senator Mike Monxohey^ 
Perry heard testimony along with > 
Jarman . until 5 p. m. when.con.-j 
eluding talks were made. r^'V'T; 

One of the liveliest moments ot-j 
the day was furnished toy J. --".J?** 
Nighswdnder who was first to be, r 
called by the Indian counsel. 

The elderly pioneer businessman 
and self-styled "friend of the In- 
dian" ri pped i n to the opposition 
collectively and singly, with his 
strongest blasts directed at Okla- 
homa A. and M. college and its ad- 
ministrators. 

'Selfishness' Hit 

Nighswander flung out general . 

charges of "selfish interests trying ? 

to rob and steal from the Indians," » 

and he asserted that A. and M, col- ; | 
*lege "controls 45,050 acres of tax- v ; 

free land'* and that the opposition . 
| was attempting to rob "the home- 
! less, helpless, busted Indians, rem- 
! nants of a once proud people." 

His outbursts brought a second : 
round of applause from the In- 
dian galleries, after they had pre- 
viously been warned by Jarman 
that no demonstrations would be 
tolerated. The congressman once : 






again objected to the cheering, and 
the Indian counsel concurred. 

Nighswander also took a few 
random shots at the El Reno 
chamber of commerce— again col- 
lectivel.v f and a few of them per- 
sonally— and accused the chamber 
of acting as "the dog in the 
manger" in opposing transfer of the 
lands to the tribes. His label for 
the chamber was "the 100 club," 
Lease Is Cited 

Speaking for the federal bureau 
of prisons. Warden W. H. Hard- 
wick of the El Reno federal re- 
formatory, pointed out that the re- 
formatory has a lease agreement 
with the agriculture department 
and the army for approximately 
700 acres of reservation land, which 
is used, in the most part, for graz- 
ing purposes. 

The reformatory controls 1,000 
acres previously granted by con- 
gress. 

Warden Hardwick emphasized 
that the prison bureau "has no 
quarrel with anyone," but that he 
wished to state briefly his bureau's 
requirements. 

Indian Claim Doubted 

In his concluding remarks in be- 
half of the opposing faction, Coun- 
selor Monk pointed out that his 
clients were not in opposition "to 
anything that the Indians have 
legal right to/' but the strong ob- 
jection and crux of the arguments 
was usage of the term "giving it 
back to the Indians," when, he 
claimed, the Indians never owned 
the land. 

Congressman Jarman promised 
both factions that he would study 
all statements of testimony and 
transcriptions of the session, and 
that he would make copies of the 
transcriptions available vto all Ok- 
lahoma representatives Jri'congress. 

* Vjr *+ 
— :■_ _*_- „ - -•*** _ 



Case 1 :06-cv-0051 9-PLF Document 1 0-4 Filed 01 /29/2007 Page 9 of 9 



El Reno American 
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The ^if decitrfon of whe- 

mf tn inltint- '^r^*- 

far of l^ori Reno Undn 
to tribal ownership of the 
0Maih;nfn* Cheyenne :i n d 
"A&pihoes now. rests* with 
Rep. John Jarman and TCop. 
Victory WickershTtm, w h o 
iwaWed over the exhaustive 
*eaj4hjre here Saturday. 

**Mh aides of the argument were 
laawntiil. with Gushing attorney, 
W. Howard Payne, representing 
the Indians, and A. FrnnciJ- rorta, 
JC1 Reno lawyer, spearho.iulne. thej 
attack on the proposal tor the ; 
Cl'Beno chamber of commerce,! 
and John C Monk rcprcs* n'inr 
Oklahoma A&M eollepc -md the 
IKS." Department of APrk.it' tire 
th their efforts to block ih .m> 
far proposal. 
. "The public hcarine poi -m m-«~ 

way shortly after in a.m. ,n *h»- 
district ' courtroom wilh r«yne 
areaeniing the opening testimony 
m behalf of the two tribes His 
aUtarneht, whic)i took alrm** an 
hour , con tended. _that the "and 
rightfully belonged to the Indians 

and that it was only "loaned" the 
government for. military purposes 
TO^^Otrl** iff**?. He said that 
SuKC JtHere were no longer any 
military functions there, Xhv land 
ahould be "returned." 

ladfsffif Never Owned Ai-u 
Attorney John C. Monk. Okla- 
homa City, rcprusentim; A&M and 
the UBOA, summarized his leng- 
thy Written argument opp- sinR 
thi transfer by claiming th.it itu 
•tero tribes had never actually 
owned the disputed 9,403 acres 
»$ — had itvori — t h c r t: - only 



temporarily from 1869 to 1R90. 
Monlc said that after having come 
Jftewa'from the north, the tribes 
wive offered a reservation in 1f!67 
^borde r ed on the south and west 
by the Cimarron river, the At- 
kenaas liver on the east nt,.i the 
present Oklahoma-Kansas •- ! at p 
One on the north. Monk cont« nd- 
ed that the tribes refused thirj 
territory and then were granted j 
temporary residence further south 
te Oklahoma: The factions op- 
posing the transfer said that thej 
term ."returned," as used by the 
trtfftetf*, -was-, erroneous because 
ahoy lAd-nev* had actual owner- 
tolev-; ■•!:• »■■• 
'Opposition to the* transfer propo- 

aaf h^ 'c/tffteihdeoV that the gov- 
ernmeriV had made an agreement 
' r lWt Wtth f *ihe. Indians which 
re 1 ^ each'' man/ woman and 
L' hi! the tribes" living in the 
* ' \1W acre? of land In the 
lding westward from El 
.to I flbr 6klahpma-Texas line. 
tive»' l e*«*er authorizing 

*n't 160* acre allotment 

was in Hett oTttie northern res- 
afrtUoh' Which the tribes reacted, 
llflaw^ajiM;*'.:' 

iMekaTalso 'pointed out thai the 
dfcicufcve^Mrder-'-of-l&SO p,**id to 
fne.trjbe* a sum of $1,500,000 for 
the 'tfcrfhern territory ard ihet it 
War*' agreed to that tho v 'izv. 




allotments would not include land | 
then ; occupied by the military I 
agency, school, school farm or laho 
used for religious or other public 
purposes. 

Earlier Claim Thrown Out 

He also said that a suit asking 
payment for the disputed territory 
had been tiled by the tribes lr» 
the VS. Court of Claims in 1021 
and that due to lack ol prosecu- 
tion by the Indians the suit wai 
thrown out in 1941. He eeeertcc 
that had the tribal claim teen 
valid, the court would nave re- 
turned a judgment in their favor 
in the 1929 case. 

In 'answer to the "white** fac- 
tion. J. Y. Nighswander, EI Reno 
realtor, gas** a verbal blast to 
the El Reno chamber of commerce 
spying that it did not represent 
♦he people of the area but only a 
few individuals. Nighswander 
■ ;id thM public sentnment was for 
tT,c transfer of the lands to the. 
"reniennnt: of a once proud tribe, 
ih;ii was now poverty- stricken 
anJ penniless.*' lie hurled the 
accusation at the A&M president 
-of- e MabUfclri n g a . vast political 



machine with "selfish and greedy ' 
motives as n bosi.' for his op- 
position.. 

Criticizes Political Machine 

Nighswander asserted that the 
college now had some 45,000 acres 
of land at 117 experiment stations 
in the state and that they did 
not want to see their "machine'* 
weakened. At times in the elder- 
ly Nlghswnnder's oratory, mem- 
bers to f the tribes burst out with 
applause and shouts of approval. 
Congressman Jarman interrupted 
♦he proceedings at several points 
.o warn the group that no dem- 
prif*re\ions would be allowed. 

A Mr. i.ch Porta, counsel for 
the tw Rc*no chamber of com- 
merce, also raised the question of 
.tribal ownei.'.hip o£ (he Port Reno 
\t\v.<iK ftf.^i.njj thai they had only 
r«j,; .-art there temporarUy. He also 
vr*\:*i»A ij\:' the beneficial egrl* ( 
cultural projects that, were being 1 
oaried on as, the experimental 
SrtaiUon by the. Department of 
A.£rtculturo and Oklahoma AltM 
mod txpiesaed the doubt of ibm 
fe-,3i;^l*r:* c»f the cooperative beef- 
i*' t *iim t }Jir * introductd by the 

■r j .'... i '" -■ ' '-f :!r »•.».;;* r'.Ticnial 
•u.*.-,- ?. " • n-Kj Jrilr.y, rrpr«raent* 
i.;»> **!' *>i:"hrina Ts*ru» H'ir. *u, 




ts the morning aaaaion amchMS 
nti d his chfll r was filled by Pavid 

4o Toby- M o rrl ii 
able to attend. 

As the hearing naaumed after 
lunch *t 2:30 p.m. the various 
ii'rr. groups expressed their 



tire* to see the continuation ca 
the present experimental pto- 
gram on the reservation and point- 
ed out the ways in which the 
nation as a whole could benefit 
from the findings there. ?ney 
pointed out. expected population 
Increases said asserted that such 
programs will bo necessary, for 
this country to produce . certain 
foods when tots Increase comes 
about* 

Old Chlftsv Olvo Color to Hearing 
One of the most colorful por* 
tlons of the entire p roceeding 
came In mid*afternoon -when sev- 
'orai tribal chieftains .came before 
the group to offer their views. 
Chief Elk' River, Hammon, who 
speaks only his native Cheyenne, 
said through' an Interpreter, that 
he believed the. land should so 
back to his people. 

"When X was just a boy and 
ro a m e d over the prairi es u| O ala- 
boma, my people told me that 
i someday we would get Tort Bono. 
[back." the^fed chieftain to 14-ib*. 
i group in his Cheyenne tongue 
; and sign language. The crowd 
of some 375 people in the court- 
room and -a large number . on, 
the lawn listened to a public ad- 
dress system outside, eat motion- 
less and quiet ai the old chief 
appealed. ■'• x 1 

Chief Baldwito Twins, Cheyenne 
from Clinton, told the Congress- 
men that he too had thought all 
his life that the fort would be- 
s o ng to the tribes wh e n the i ot=- 
dlers left Through the Inter- 
preter, John Fletcher, Clinton, 
Chief Twins said, 'There la no 
doubt In the mind of the Great 
One abovea-about who ahould 
have Fort Rano.** 

Summations by both sides of 
the Issue came at the conclusion 
of the five and one-half hour 
meeting. Each aide reviewed its 
arguments and presented to the 
congressmen prepared statements 
on the matter lor consideration 
;and study. 

No Decision by Janaan 

' The controversial foaeryntion 
has been used up until 194} ! by 
the military but was at thatjtlme 
turned ovor to the jurisdiction of 
the US. Department of Aawul- 
ime^wtth-fome 2MB acres ideat- 
ed on the south of Mghw 
and ihe old prisoner of war 
on th* east edge of the fort 
to the Ur 8. iBuneaUiOf 
The Army moved back in 
«reaervatian in 1M1 1 as • a » 
tmit to> carry ^on a hone 
mule procurement progra 
thjb control of the lands rei 
under the l?j?J>A. >« 

* The reassurance that no Maci- 
slon had boon- made yet*' *was 
UXyetrboQnS&m' by CongrdsaAan 
JOrman., He pointed out tha|lhe 
master would receive a great dfeal 
of consideration before a decision 
would be made on whether or 
not to initiate the legislation. : 

. Bills for the fort's transfer have 
been Introduced in the 81st and 
82nd congresses, passing in the 
House or Representatives but dy- 
ing in thetenate. -chambers. 




